VOLTAIRE ANDl ROUSSEAU          113

never a mystic as Sir Thomas Browne is a mystic,
he does not love to pursue his reason to an O altitude,
and Certum est guia impossible est were anathema
to him ; but he has a profound sense of the mystery
of human existence, sometimes finding expression
in a mood of " silent worship of the Unseen not
made with hands." He dislikes Voltaire's irre-
verence as much, and for the same reason, as M.
Faguet ; for, as Faguet says, when deprecating
Voltaire's contempt for the marvellous, " there is
a marvellous element in history, for there is a
marvellous element in the human soul."

As a biographer he stands in the front rank,
and quite apart from his " Lives " of Cob den and
Gladstone (which are not incorporated in this edi-
tion), his books on Diderot, Voltaire and Rousseau
are, and will probably remain, the most penetrating,
the most sympathetic, and the best-informed studies
of their subjects in the English language. As a
picture of the life and letters of the time they are
in no way inferior to the similar studies of M. Faguet
and M. Brunetiere ; and his interpretation of
Rousseau, in particular, strikes us as at once more
coherent and more penetrating than that of either
of these great French critics, one of whom is almost
obsessed by the " plebeian " character and the
other by the " criminal " temperament of his
subject. " The edges of character," as Lord
Morley reminds us, ** are not as sharp as words
are," and both Faguet and Briineti&re are often apt
to sacrifice truth to an epigram. Moreover, they
have less sympathy than Lord Morley with the
social influence of Voltaire, of whom Brunetifere